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Briefing Note – July 2018

Air Quality

Annual Status Reports (ASR) 2018 update

Purpose: 

To inform the Joint Public Partnership Committee of the submission of the annual air quality 
reports for the 3 local authorities. These reports are for the monitoring data and action plan 
progress for the calendar year 2017.

Reason for the ASRs:

Under the Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) system local authorities are required to 
assess air quality in their area and designate Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) if 
improvements are necessary. Where an AQMA is designated, local authorities are required to 
produce an air quality Action Plan describing the pollution reduction measures it will put in 
place. 

Local authorities are required to submit an ASR each year and a template is provided. The 
overall aim of this document is to report on progress in achieving reductions in 
concentrations of emissions relating to relevant pollutants below air quality objective levels. It 
is also where local authorities identify new or changing sources of emissions. 

On completion, local authorities should submit their report to the Secretary of State (Defra) 
for consideration, who will provide comments back in a timely manner and to which the local 
authorities are expected to have regard. 

Core requirements of the ASR: 
 To report progress on the implementation of measures in the local air quality 

action plan and other measures and their impact in reducing concentrations 
below air quality objectives; 

 To provide a summary of monitoring/modelling data (either locally retrieved 
and/or from the national network) in order to assess the air quality situation in 
your area and likelihood of air quality breaches, and to provide the necessary 
evidence base for the impact of air quality measures; 

 To report on significant new developments that might affect local air quality; and 

 To present information in a public-facing executive summary for the lay reader so 
that the local public can more easily engage with local air quality issues and 
measures taken to improve it. 

Annually DEFRA set a deadline for submission as the 30 June. Earlier this year DEFRA 
stipulated that if the reports were not submitted by this date then would not be fully appraised.

PPP understands the importance of DEFRA approving the reports as the data is used by third 
parties in planning applications, as well as in-house decisions by Highways and Transport 
Planning colleagues.

Reports submission: 
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Air Quality is identified within the Stratgic Assessment as a key area of work, it is regularly in 
the news and the implications of living with poor air quality are becoming more widely known 
and can be used by local interest groups in objecting to developments.  We have focussed 
resources into this area within the Environmental Quality Team and having the response team 
deal with initial service requests has enabled this to take place.

As a result of the above for this year all 3 reports have been completed in-house by the 
Environmental Quality Team and well in advance of the deadline. The report for Bracknell 
Forest was submitted on 23 May, and the reports for  West Berkshire and Wokingham both 
on 25 May. Officer time spent on this has resulted in a reduction in expenditure on external 
consultants. 

Report Conclusions:

The results for the 3 local authorites show a trend in the reduction of air pollution levels and a 
summary can be found in the Executive Summary at the beginning of each report.  

The reports can be found at:

ASR Bracknell Forest 2018

ASR West Berkshire 2018 – Can be provided on request as not currently on the website

ASR Wokingham 2018 – Can be request as not currently on the website

Report Appraisals and Next Steps:

We have received our appraisal responses from DEFRA and all the reports and conclusions 
have been agreed, the full appraisals for each are attached and below are the acceptances:

Bracknell Forest:

On the basis of the evidence provided by the local authority the conclusions reached are 
acceptable for all sources and pollutants. 

The next step for Bracknell Forest Borough Council is to submit an Annual Status Report in 
2019 and if emission reductions continue, to consider revoking the Bracknell AQMA.

West Berkshire:

On the basis of the evidence provided by the local authority the conclusions reached are 
acceptable for all sources and pollutants. The next step for West Berkshire Council is to 
submit an Annual Status Report in 2019.

Wokingham:

On the basis of the evidence provided by the local authority the conclusions reached are 
acceptable for all sources and pollutants, subject to the following comments. 

The next step for Wokingham Borough Council is to submit an Annual Status Report in 2019

https://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2018-air-quality-annual-status-report.pdf

